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would continue to be handled by the British Embassy. Chapter
A further recognition of the autonomy of the Free    __1
State and its equality with the United Kingdom is
shown by the terms of the proposal for Irish repre-
sentation made to Germany in 1929. The Irish envoy
is not restricted to matters relating only to the Irish
Free State, but will deal with any matters relating to
it. "The arrangements proposed would not denote any,
departure from the principle of the diplomatic unity
of the British Empire, that is to say, the principle of
consultative co-operation amongst all His Majesty's
representatives, as amongst His Majesty's Govern-
ments themselves, in matters of common concern. The
method of dealing with matters which may arise con-
cerning more than one of His Majesty's Governments
would, therefore, be settled by consultation between
the representatives of His Majesty's Governments con-
cerned." The same year saw an illustration of the pro-
cedure in the taking up by Canada through her Minister
at Washington of the issue of the sinking of the vessel
I'm Alone by United States officers.
It is clear that the position of Dominion Ministers to
foreign powers is independent of control by the British
Government or the British representative to the
power concerned in any case. Formally indeed that fact
has been obscured by the practice which has existed
under which the letter of credence has been signed by
the King on the advice of a British Minister, and
treaty-making by envoys has been controlled by instru-
ments issued on such formal advice. In the case of the
Free State all dubiety has been removed by the elimina-
tion of any British intervention. No British seal is now
used to seal the envelope containing the letter of credence